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M E ,  M Y S E L F  A N D  T H E  W O R L D  

Kingdom of David מלכות בית דוד 

May the offshoot of Your servant David soon 
flower and may his pride be raised high by 
Your salvation, for we wait for Your 
salvation all day. 
Blessed are you God, who makes the glory of 
salvation flourish. 

רּום  ה ַתְצִמיחַ . ְוַקְרנו תָּ ִוד ַעְבְדָך ְמֵהרָּ ֶאת ֶצַמח דָּ
ה ה',  רּוְך ַאתָּ ל ַהּיום. בָּ ְתָך ִקִּוינּו כָּ ֶתָך. ִכי ִליׁשּועָּ ִביׁשּועָּ

ה  :ַמְצִמיחַ  ֶקֶרן ְיׁשּועָּ

 

Life Lessons I've Learned From 
My Garden 
Adapted from: http://hubpages.com/education/Life-Lessons-Ive-Learned-While-Gardening 

DORMANCY DOES NOT MEAN INACTIVITY. 

In winter, the bulbs and perennials in the garden are dormant, but that does not mean they 
are dead. During this time under the ground, a bulb (or root, in the case of a perennial) is 
storing up nutrients so it can bloom again once spring and summer arrive. 
In some ways, people are like perennials and bulbs. They may go through a period in their 
lives where it appears they are not doing much. Life goes on from day to day in a routine 
way. Oftentimes, this is the time when people are thinking or planning about the next 
important steps in their lives. It appears as though they are accomplishing very little. An 
example is the senior who graduates from high school, and then for a period of a few 
months, appears to do very little.  

NURTURE 

In order for a garden to grow and flowers to bloom, 
it must be nurtured. This holds true for important 
aspects of life as well. If we are to raise happy 
children, we must nurture them by spending time 
with them, mentoring them, caring for them. Then 
children grow into responsible, caring adults. 
The same holds true for relationships. If we want 
strong and lasting relationships with others, we 
must tend to those relationships through sharing 
quality time and effective communication. By 
cultivating positive interaction with others, we 
encourage development of beautiful, blooming 
relationships. 

http://hubpages.com/art/quotations-about-flowers
http://hubpages.com/education/Important-Lessons-I-have-Learned-From-Children
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ANTICIPATION IS PART OF THE JOY 

Any gardener will tell you that part of the pleasure 
in gardening comes from waiting for the flowers 
(or vegetables) to grow and bloom. Excitement 
builds as the gardener guesses when the flowers 
will bloom and how long will they last. When the 
buds blossom and finally bloom, the gardener feels 
a sense of true satisfaction and joy because the 
garden looks so beautiful. 
In life, too, looking forward to an event is pleasing! 
We dream, we plan, we wait, and then it happens. 
And all the hard work is forgotten because the final 
product pleases us, and we enjoyed the dreaming 
and planning, too!  

TINY SEEDS BLOOM INTO BIG FLOWERS, IF GIVEN THE CHANCE 

Some of the tiniest seeds grow into the biggest flowers, adding beautiful color to the garden. 
In a person's life, the tiny seed is like a dream. If nurtured properly with attention, planning, 
and hard work, a dream can become a reality. We see this over and over again with 
successful business people, artists, and entertainers. Like a seed, if you nurture a dream, it 
can blossom into reality 
Gardens provide a place to rejuvenate ourselves as we admire the wonders around us. Take 
a walk through a garden, take time to sit down on a bench, and look around. Let your mind 
wander and wonder. In a garden you can make discoveries about yourself, and your life will 
be a bit more pleasant because of the experience. 

 

 HAVE YOU EVER GARDENED? WHICH LESSON DO YOU 

MOST IDENTIFY WITH?  

THE ORIGINAL SEED PLANTED 

The source for this Bracha is from Yirmiyahu and it discusses the final redemption and the 
times of the mashiach. 

Yirmiyahu 33 ירמיהו לג 
14 Behold, the days come, says the Lord, that 
I will perform that good word which I have 
spoken concerning the house of Israel and 
concerning the house of Judah. 
15 In those days, and at that time, will I 
cause a shoot of righteousness to grow up 
for David; and he shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. 

ר  בָּ ה; ַוֲהִקֹמִתי ֶאת-ַהדָּ ִאים, ְנֻאם-ְיהוָּ יד  ִהֵנה יִָּמים בָּ
ה ֵאל ְוַעל-ֵבית ְיהּודָּ  ַהּטֹוב, ֲאֶׁשר ִדַבְרִתי ֶאל-ֵבית ִיְשרָּ

ִוד ֶצַמח . ֵעת ַהִהיא, ַאְצִמיחַ  ְלדָּ ֵהם ּובָּ ִמים הָּ  טו  ַבּיָּ
ָאֶרץ ה, בָּ קָּ ט ּוְצדָּ ה ִמְׁשפָּ שָּ ה; ְועָּ קָּ  .ְצדָּ
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 LOOK AT THE “GARDENING LANGUAGE” – WHY DO 

YOU THINK THE FINAL REDEMPTION AND MASHIACH 

ARE SPOKEN ABOUT USING THIS IMAGERY? 

SPIRITUAL WAITING 

Just like the gardener has to wait for his plants to sprout, we must wait too. Eagerly 
anticipating is the work in and of itself. 

Psalms 130 תהלים קל 
My soul waits for God more  eagerly than the 
watchmen for the morning, yes more eagerly 
than the watchmen for the morning. 

י--    ִמֹשְמִרים ַלֹבֶקר, ֹׁשְמִרים ַלֹבֶקר  .ו  ַנְפִׁשי ַלאֹדנָּ

 

Rashi’s commentary  רש"י תהלים 
“I am among those who look forward eagerly 
to redemption, looking forward anxiously 
again and again, anticipated end after end” 

הריני מן המצפים לגאולה, מצפין וחוזרין  
 .ומצפין, קץ אחר קץ

 

Rambam 13 articles of faith רמב"ם יג עקורים 
I believe with perfect faith in the coming of 
Moshiach and even though he may delay, I 
will wait for him every day until he comes. 

אני מאמין באמונה שלמה בביאת המשיח, ואף על 
 .פי שיתמהמה, עם כל זה אחכה לו בכל יום שיבוא

 

 HOW CAN YOU ACTIVELY WAIT FOR MOSHIACH? 

WHEN DO YOU THINK ABOUT THE FINAL 

REDEPTION? 

 

DAILY DEPOSITS AND FOCUS 

Talmud Bavli Shabbat: 31a תלמוד בבלי: שבת לא 
Rava said: When they escort a person to his 
final heavenly judgement after his death, the 
heavenly tribunal says to him: Did you 
conduct your business transactions 
faithfully? Did you set aside fixed times for 
Torah study? Did you engage in procreation? 
Did you wait in hopes for the messianic 
salvation? Did you delve into wisdom? 
When you learned Torah, did you learn it 

אמר רבא; בשעה שמכניסין אדם לדין אומרים 
לו:נשאת ונתת באמונה, קבעת עתים לתורה, עסקת 

בכפיה ואביה, ציפית ליהושוע, פלפלת בחכמה, 
 הבנת דבר מתוך דבר
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deeply, and infer one thing from another? 

 WHAT DO THE QUESTIONS HAVE IN COMMON?  

 WHICH DO YOU THINK IS MOST IMPORTANT? 

Avoda Shbalev עבודה שבלב 
And yearning for salvation is one of the 
constant mitzvos. Is it not impossible though 
to be yearning for Hashem all day? A person 
must be busy with Torah and Tefilla! (so 
how can he be concentrating on yearning for 
salvation?) 
Rather its similar to the way in which a 
father who loves his family works all day for 
them – despite the fact that he isn’t actively 
concentrating on them all day, it is still only 
due to his love for them that he works all 
day. So too with hoping for salvation and the 
revelation of kavod shamayim, it should be 
the cause for all of ones avoda throughout 
the day. 
 

ובאמרו לישועתך קוינו יכוין למה ששואלים אחר 
מיתתו צפית לישועה ולכן תכין שאתה מן המקיים 

לישועתו וצפייה לישועה הוא מן המצוות התמימות 
ולכן אומרים קוינו כל היום. והלא אי אפשר לקוות 

להשם כל היום, דהאן האדם הוא עסוק בתורה 
ובתפילה אלא כמו שאב שאוהב משפחתו ועובד כל 

היום במסחרו בחנותו, אף שאין מחשבתו עליהם 
כלל, מכול מקום אהבתו למשפחתו הוא הגורם 

לעבודתו כל היום, כך התקוה לישועה שיתגלה כבוד 
 .שמים, הוא סיבת עבודת האדם כל היום

 

 WHAT DO YOU DO EACH DAY TO 

FOCUS ON A GOAL?  

 HOW IS GOAL FOCUSED ACTION 

SIMILAR TO WAITING FOR THE MASHIACH? 

 

 

 

Rav soloveitchik on kol dodi dofek page 65-66 

  
“What is the covenant of destiny? In the life of a people (as in the life of an individual), 
destiny signifies an existence that it has chosen of its own free will and which it finds its full 
realization of its historical existence. Instead of a passive, inexorable existence into which a 
nation is thrust, and Existence of Destiny manifests itself as an active experience full of 
purposeful, movement, ascension, aspirations, and fulfillment.  
The nation is enmeshed in its destiny because of its longing for an enhance state 
of being, an existence replete with sustenance and direction.   
Destiny is the font out of which flow the unique self-elevation of the nation and the 
unending stream of Divine inspiration that will not run dry so long as the path of the people 
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is demarcated by the laws of God. The life of destiny is a directed life, the result of conscious 
direction and free will.  
What is the content of the covenant of Sinai? It is a special way of life that directs the 
individual to the fulfillment of an end beyond the reach of the man of fate……Acts 
of loving kindness and fraternity, which are integrated into the framework of the 
covenant of Sinai, are motivated not by the strange sense of loneliness of the Jew, 
but by the sense of unity experienced by the nation forever betrothed to the one 
God…… At Sinai, God elevated the covenant of fate, which He had concluded with a 
collective that was forced to be alone and that practiced loving kindness to others as a result 
of its requisite isolation, to a Covenant of Destiny with a collective of people of free will and 
volition that directs and sanctifies itself to confront the Almighty. He transformed the 
“people”, an amalgam bereft of direction and purpose, to a “nation”, a term that 
signifies a distinct communal profile, a national physiognomy, as it were. “  
 

Lord Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, to heal a fractured world. Page 269-270 
 “Happiness can never be obtained by being pursued. Like the coming of the messiah in 
Jewish tradition, it is one of those things that only come when you are not thinking about it. 
It comes from a life well lived, in pursuit of the good for its own sake.  There is 
something deep within us that leads us to feel implicated in the fate of others. Is this 
sympathy, empathy, benevolence, compassion, conscience, duty, enlightened self-interest, 
the impartial spectator, what socio-biologists call reciprocal altruism or what I call the 
covenant of human solidarity? I don’t know, but it is close to the heart of what we are, of 
what it is to be human. Neither pleasure nor desire, success nor fame, wealth nor power, 
can remotely rival it as a source of satisfaction or self-respect.  
Many people have said it. ‘Everyone can be great’, said Martin Luther King, 
‘because everyone can serve’. ‘Only a life lived for  is a life worthwhile’, said 
Albert Einstein. ‘He who wishes to secure the good of others has already secured 
his own’, said Confucius. And Edmund Burke: ‘Nobody made a greater mistake 
than he who did nothing because he could only do a little’…… 
 
….Every good act, every healing gesture, lights a 
candle of hope in a dark world.  
 
What would humanity be after the Holocaust were it 
not for the memory of those courageous few who 
saved lives, hid children, rescued those they could? 
There were times when the gift of a crust of bread, 
even a smile, gave a prisoner the will to live. A single 
message of support can tell populations that they are not alone. One act of hospitality can 
redeem a lonely life on the brink of despair. A word of praise can give strength to someone 
losing the will to carry on. We never know, at the time, the ripple of consequences 
set in motion by the slightest act of kindness . ‘A little light’ said the mystics, ‘drives 
away much darkness’. And when light is joined to light, mine to yours and yours to others, 
the dance of flames, each so small, yet together so intricately beautiful, begins to show that 
hope is not an illusion. Evil, injustice, oppression, cruelty do not have the final word. 
Perhaps it is true that ‘from the crooked timber of humanity no straight thing was ever 
made’. But do we need to be straight to point upward? Do we need to be perfect to be good? 
All I can say is what I feel: That the people I have met who have lit candles in other peoples 
lives have given me the strength to carry on. 
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I confess: I have never had a crisis of faith in God, but there were times when I came very 
close to losing my faith in humanity. It was the sheer decency- what Yiddish calls 
menschlichkeit – of ordinary people who restored it. Every generous or gentle or 
courageous deed begets others, inspires others, initiates a transformation. A 
single act, performed for its own sake out of love, gives us- wrote Maimonides- a 
share in the world to come.” 
 

 RABBI SACKS EXPLAINS THAT ACTIONS HAVE RIPPLE 

EFFECT. WHAT ACTIONS HAVE YOU SEEN HAVE A 

RIPPLE EFFECT? 

THE MASHIACH STORY 

'was the night of the geulah, and in every single shteibel, sounds of Torah could be 
heard, coming from every kind of Yeidel. This one in English, some in Hebrew, some in 
Yiddish, some saying pshat, and some saying chiddush. And up in shomayim, the 

Aibishter decreed, "The time has come for My children to be freed. Rouse the Mashiach from his 
heavenly berth, have him get in his chariot and head down to Earth." 
 

The Moshiach got dressed, and with a heart full of glee, went down to the Earth, and 
entered the first shteibel he did see. 
"I'm the Moshiach, Hashem has heard your plea, your geulah has come, it is time to go free!" 
They all stopped their learning, this was quite a surprise, And they looked at him carefully with 
piercing sharp eyes. 
"He's not the Mashiach!" said one with a grin, "Just look at his hat, at the pinches and brim!" 
"That's right!", cried another with a grimace and a frown, "Whoever heard of Mashiach 
with a brim that is down?!" 
"Well", thought Mashiach, "If that is the rule, I'll turn my brim up before I go to the next shul!" 
 

So he walked on right over to the next shul in town, confident to be accepted since his 
brim was no longer down. 
"I'm the Mashiach!" he cried as he began to enter. But the Jews there wanted to know first, if he 
was left, right, or center. 
“Your clothes are so black!" they cried out in a fright. "You can't be Mashiach -- you're much 
too far right! If you want to be Mashiach, you must be properly outfitted." So they replaced his 
black hat with a kipa that was knitted. 
 

Wearing his new kipa, Mashiach went out and he said, "No difference to me what I 
wear on my head." So he went to the next shul, for his mission was dear, But he was getting a 
bit frustrated with the Yidden down here. 
"I'm the Mashiach!" he cried, and they all stopped to stare. And a complete eerie stillness filled 
up the air. "You're the Mashiach?! Just imagine that. Whoever heard of Mashiach without a 
black hat?!” 
"But I do have a hat!" the Mashiach then said. So he pulled it right out and plunked it down on 
his head. Then the Shul started laughing, and one said, "Where's your kop? You can't have 
Mashiach with a brim that is up! If you want to be Mashiach, and be accepted in this town, put 
some pinches in your hat, and turn that brim down!" 

T 
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Mashiach walked out and said, "I guess my time hasn't really come, I'll just have to 
return to where I came from. 
So he went to his chariot, but as he began to enter, all sorts of Jews appeared, from left, right, 
and center. 
"Please wait, do not leave, it's all THEIR fault!" they said And they pointed to each other, and 
to what was on each other's head. 
 

Mashiach just looked sad, and said, "You don't understand." And then started up his 
chariot to get out of this land. 
"Yes, it's very wonderful, that all of you learn Torah, But you seem to have forgotten, 
a crucial part of our mesorah." 
"What does he mean? What's he talking about?" And they all looked bewildered, and all began 
to shout. 

Mashiach looked back and answered, "The first place to start, is to shut up your 
mouths, and open up your heart. To each of you, certain Yidden seem too frum or too frei but 
ALL Yidden are beloved, in the Aibeshter's eye." 
 
And on his way up he shouted, "If you want me to come, try working a little harder 
on some ahavas chinam." 

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS 

 Waiting for the Mashiach and yearning for his arrival is a positive and constant 
mitzvah 

 The final geula (redemption) requires effort, we need to invest in positive actions as 
individuals to “water the seeds” and wait for the sprout. 

 We need to work as a Nation to be ready for the Mashiach and accept him and each 
other for the final geula to come. 


